reports. An active scientific community within Iran with interest in mammals has produced numerous recent publications related to faunal surveys, descriptions of new species and taxonomic revisions stemming from modern molecular methods, and conformation of the continued presence of rare species using cameras. Although the information in many of these recent publications is incorporated in the faunal list and the distribution maps of this atlas, the sources are not cited in the species accounts. Without citations it is difficult to determine if the addition and removal of species, or the differences between mapped distributions and described ones in other publications, are due to omission or additional information. For example, the desert hedgehog (Paraechinus aethiopicus) is reported here to have only been documented on Greater Tonb Island in the Persian Gulf; yet Lay (1967) reported them from Kerman Province.
The book's organization provides a short introduction in English at the front, but a longer introduction in Farsi followed by bilingual presentation of species accounts of 9 orders of mammals (Cetacea and Artiodactyla treated as separate orders) occurring in Iran in a typical right to left page orientation of Farsi. Introductions to each order are provided in Farsi but not English. The Iranian fauna of Erinaceomorpha, Sirenia, Perissodactyla, and Lagomorpha remains unchanged from the taxa listed by Karami et al. (2008) , though the distribution maps provide much greater information on their occurrence. Additional taxa are presented for most of the remaining mammalian orders occurring in Iran, although the atlas drops the occurrence of the snow leopard (Unica unica), reducing the number of known species of Carnivora in Iran to 31. The Asian house shrew (Suncus marinus) is noted as a likely boat immigrant and added to the shrew fauna. However, this constitutes the only species identified as possibly occurring in Iran in Karami et al. (2008) that is verified in this updated faunal list. The fauna of Artiodactyla is updated by the recognition of 2 species of wild sheep and the revision of the Persian fallow deer as a distinct species. The lack of citations of the studies upon which these updates are based is unfortunate. The Armenian wild sheep (Ovis gmelini) is shown here as part of the Iranian fauna, but has been found to be not genetically distinct from the Asiatic mouflon (O. orientalis) by Rezaei et al. (2010) .
The major changes to the reported mammalian fauna of Iran come from reports of additional species of bats, whales, and dolphins. Twenty genera and 49 species of bats are now reported with most of the new records traceable to Benda et al. (2012) . The color photos provided for most bat species are exceptional. New records of 7 species of cetaceans come from reported strandings (Braulik et al. 2010 ), but little information of threats to them within Iranian waters is provided. Surprisingly, the number of rodent species shown (71) is identical to number in Karami et al. (2008) . However, the Euphrates jerboa (Allactaga euphratica) is recognized here whereas the Iranian jerboa (A. firouzi) listed by Karami et al. (2008) is apparently considered a synonym of A. hotsoni. The authors also recognize the Avicenna field mouse (Apodemus avicennicus), but Darvish et al. (2015) has shown that this species in conspecific with the steppe field mouse (A. witherbyi).
Despite some omissions of information from several recent papers, the authors generally achieve their goal of presenting the mammalian species that occur or have occurred historically in Iran with updated information on their distribution, biology, and conservation status, and beautiful photographs. However, the lack of cited references in the text limits the value of this atlas as a reference for students, biologists, and wildlife conservationists with interests in that part of the world. The cost of this book is high ($360), and the scientific information contained is not easily verifiable, but many of the some 400 photographs are wonderful.
-C. WilliaM KilpatRick, Department of Biology, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 05405, USA; 
